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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Early Childhood Council of Boulder County (ECCBC) is a collaborative network of more than 150

local organizations and individuals. It is the primary forum for the countywide planning process that includes
the coordination of programs and policies related to families and young children. ECCBC has been working
toward the implementation of a comprehensive system of early childhood programs and services for Boulder
County since its inception in 1996. In pursuit of the design of a comprehensive system, ECCBC has been
engaged in an extensive system development process in collaboration with many countywide stakeholders.

This document summarizes the results of a key step in the process: the convening of a committee of early
childhood experts. Boulder County is fortunate to have a strong base of professionals with extensive expertise
in early childhood programs and services. As part of the ECCBC system development process, 25 of these
professionals were convened as the Expert Committee and charged with identifying: the key services and
programs that comprise a comprehensive early childhood system, the needs and gaps in current service delivery,
and the top priorities for development and/or expansion of services and programs. This group relied on a wealth
of local data, expertise at the state and national levels, and committee deliberations to fulfill their charge.

As a result, the Expert Committee identified six priorities to be addressed in order to achieve the vision of

a comprehensive early childhood system in Boulder County:

PRIORITY 1

Child care and early education providers will be paid a wage that is commensurate
with qualifications and responsibilities.

PRIORITY 2

All families will have access to preventive health, dental health and mental health
services including screening and referrals.

A MU MM B



PRIORITY 3

Child care and early education subsidy programs will promote equity and quality for all families.

PRIORITY 4

Unmet demand for child care and early education will be quantified and addressed.

PRIORITY 5

Child care and early education providers will be equipped to address the whole child.

PRIORITY 6

Native language and literacy will be supported for all children and families.
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OTHER KEY CONSIDERATIONS

The importance of parent engagement and family support’

The importance of public support for child care and early education

Designing strategies to address these priorities will take concerted effort by many individuals and
organizations. The full Report to the Community provides additional data, as well as recommendations
from the Experts on how each priority could be addressed. It concludes with a summary of next steps
that will ensure that the work of the Expert Committee will be used in the design and implementation
of a comprehensive early childhood system in Boulder County.

The role of the Expert Committee has now been delegated to the ECCBC Advisory Council to insure that
recommendations for the design of a comprehensive early childhood system for all families with young
children in Boulder County will be updated “in real time.”

! Edwards, C.P, Sheridan, S.M., and Knoche, L. Parent Engagement and School Readiness: Parent-Child
Relationships in Early Learning. University of Nebraska: 2008.
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Full copies of the Report to the Community may be obtained from the ECCBC website:
www.earlychildhoodbouldercounty.org or by contacting:

Bobbie Watson - Director, Early Childhood Council of Boulder County

303-441-3181 | watsonb@bouldercolorado.gov
EARLY

CHILDHOOD 2160 Spruce Street, Boulder CO 80302
COUNCIL
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