FAQs

Framework for a
Comprehensive Early

Childhood System for
Boulder County

1.WHAT IS A COMPREHENSIVE
EARLY CHILDHOOD SYSTEM?

Boulder County today has an array of programs and services designed to serve
the needs of young children and their families. Some are of high quality and
some are not. Some are affordable and some are not. Some provide culturally
sensitive programs and others still have a way to go to meet the diverse needs
of families with young children in Boulder County.

A comprehensive system would link families with young children to the
programs and services which best meet their individual needs. A quality
assessment and improvement system would be designed for all programs so
that parents could determine the quality of the services offered. An affordable
payment system would be implemented to permit all families to access these
high quality services for their children. This kind of system would give all
children the best opportunity to succeed in school and in life.
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1.COMPREHENSIVE EARLY CHILDHOOD

SYSTEM CONTINUED

The Comprehensive system has two major components shown below.
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2. WHY I§ A COMPREHENSIVE EARLY

CHILDHOOD SYSTEM IMPORTANT?

The first three to five years of a child’s life are crucial to his or her healthy cognitive, social-emotional, and
physical development. What happens during this time can have a significant influence — either positive or
negative — on a child’s chances for success later in life. During this period the brain grows to 90% of its adult size.
It is this period when children learn the basics about language and numbers, how to get along with others, how to
concentrate on a task, and how to solve problems. All of which are essential ingredients for success in school. It is
also a critical time to support children’s healthy physical development. This ensures that health problems do not
interfere with learning necessary skills for school success.

A comprehensive early childhood system can help to ensure that all children and families have access to
high-quality programs and services. This, in turn, will prepare the children for success in school and in life.
A large body of research demonstrates that investment in high-quality early childhood programs yield
substantial short- and long-term benefits. These returns far outweigh their initial costs. They achieve
these impressive results by:

* Supporting healthy early childhood development and effective parenting

* Promoting academic success and developing productive adult citizens

* Reducing public expenditures on remedial education, crime, and health-related problems
» Strengthening local and regional economies

3. WHAT PROBLEMS WOULD IT ADDRESS?

Each year, some of the new kindergarteners arrive not prepared for a classroom setting. In Boulder County, this

can be as many as 30%. These are children who do not know how to interact with peers nor adults, who have

not learned how to focus on a problem nor work in a group setting. This lack of readiness for kindergarten often
translates into a lack of readiness to learn and eventual under-achievement in later school years. Children who
struggle in school are more likely to drop out, to earn less as adults and to depend on some form of public assistance.
A comprehensive early childhood system will enhance and support high quality programs that increase the chance
that a kindergartner arrives ready to learn. This gives them a better chance to succeed in school and in life.

4. HOW MUCH WOULD A COMPREHENSIVE
EARLY CHILDHOOD SYSTEM COST?

WHO WILL PAY FOR IT?

Many details of the proposed comprehensive early childhood system are still being worked out. So the full cost is
not yet known. For example, we don’t yet know which programs and services will be implemented first. Nor do we
know how families and children would wish to participate. Some families choose to be stay-at-home parents and
should have access to parenting skills workshops and early childhood development classes. This system is being
designed to honor parents as their child’s first and best teacher.

The financial plan will be finished in the next 18-24 months. It will estimate costs and develop financing options.
It is expected that costs would be covered by a combination of public and private funding sources. This would
include a sliding fee scale for most programs. The community is invited to share its thoughts and expertise in
developing this plan through public forums which will be widely publicized.



5. WHAT DIFFERENCE WOULD A
COMPREHENSIVE EARLY CHILDHOOD
SYSTEM MAKE TO BOULDER COUNTY PARENTS?

6. HOW WOULD THE REST OF
THE COMMUNITY BENEFIT?

7.WHO I§ WORKING ON THE COMPREHENSIVE
EARLY CHILDHOOD SYSTEM AND HOW CAN
[ GET INVOLVED?
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