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EARLY CARE AND EDUCATION NEEDS ASSESSMENT  
OF BOULDER COUNTY, 2009 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
 

 
Methodology 

 
• The researchers surveyed a random sample of Boulder County households with children 

age 0-5 in order to collect data that are representative of all families, as well as targeted 
samples of Spanish-speaking families and families with special needs children.    

 
• We completed surveys with a random sample of 400 Boulder County families with at 

least one child age zero (0) through five years old.  Families were interviewed over the 
telephone and gave extensive information about their child care use and needs.   

 
• The targeted sample of Spanish-speaking parents completed 69 surveys, and the targeted 

sample of special needs parents completed 14 surveys.   
 

Description of Random Survey Respondents 
 

• Boulder county respondents are primarily non-Hispanic white, well-educated and have 
relatively high incomes. Only one-quarter are low income, with 2008 total annual 
household incomes below $60,000.  In 2007, the median income in Boulder County was 
$64,299, which indicates that half of Boulder County families had higher incomes and 
half had lower incomes.  Income most likely has increased since 2007; however, low 
income families may be somewhat underrepresented among survey respondents. 
 

• We asked parents about children who have not been identified as having special needs 
but who exhibit challenging behaviors.  Six percent of families report having a child with 
challenging behaviors.  The 26 children with challenging behaviors were most likely to 
exhibit: difficulty listening, paying attention and following directions; poor social skills; 
and tantrums.  Interestingly, two parents said that their child’s challenging behavior was 
that their child is gifted and talented.   
 

• In all, 15 families were at risk of homelessness or did not have enough food; one family 
reported that they both are at risk of homelessness and did not have enough food.   
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Child Currently in Child Care 
 
• Fully three-quarters of surveyed families currently have at least one child age 0-5 in 

regular child care.  Low income families are significantly less likely than higher income 
families to use child care. 

 
• Families primarily need child care so they can work and, to a lesser extent, so their child 

can socialize/interact with other children and to help their child learn/prepare for school. 
 
• Parents were asked if each of a series of potential problems was a “major,” “moderate,” 

or “minor” problem or “not a problem” when looking for child care for their child.  A 
majority of parents said that each problem was “not a problem” when they were looking 
for child care. The biggest problem was finding affordable child care, which was a 
“major” or “moderate” problem for nearly one-third of parents.   

 
• The great majority of survey respondents were very satisfied with all aspects of their 

child’s child care.  This is equally true for low income families.  Boulder residents are 
less satisfied with cost than residents of other Boulder County communities, probably 
because they pay much more per month for child care than persons in other Boulder 
County communities. 

 
• A majority of children are in a preschool program, including Head Start.  A total of more 

than two-fifths are in a home care situation, either cared for in their own home or in 
someone else’s home.  One-quarter are in a child care center.  Most families said that 
their provider is licensed. 

 
• We asked parents whether they needed different types of “extra” child care. Parents were 

most likely to need before or after school care, back-up care when their provider was not 
available, and evening care (from 6-11 pm) in the past year.  At least 30 percent of 
parents said they needed each of these types of care, and most parents said they could 
usually get these types of care when they needed it.  More generally, with the exception 
of sick child care, at least three-quarters of parents usually could get “extra” care when 
they needed it. 

 
• On average, families have their child in child care for 20 hours per week.   A majority of 

children are in child care 4-5 days in a typical week.  Slightly more than half of children 
are mainly in full-day care. 

 
• On average, families pay $656 per month for child care for all of their children age 0-5.  

This average (mean) is skewed by families who have very expensive child care, because 
the median (middle) payment is $425 per month. 
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Not in Child Care 
 
• The unmet need for child care is relatively small: only 25 families are currently looking 

for child care. While parents with a child currently in care and parents looking for care 
both said that cost and a situation that feels comfortable were the two biggest problems 
when looking for child care, a much greater proportion of parents looking for care cited 
each as a “major” or “moderate” problem.  Parents looking for care also were 
substantially more likely to say that finding care that is conveniently located  and finding 
quality care are a “major” or “moderate” problem. 

 
• Parents were asked what kind of child care arrangement they would prefer.  Almost half 

wanted their child to attend a pre-school program, including Head Start.  Few parents 
preferred care in their home or in someone else’s home, and few preferred a child care 
center. 

 
• On average, families anticipate needing 18 hours of care per week.  The greatest 

proportion wanted care for three days in a typical week.  Fully three-quarters said they 
will need part-day rather than full-day care.   

  
• Slightly less than half of families who are looking for child care are aware that there is 

financial assistance available for child care for low income families.  On average, 
families looking for care said that they can afford to pay $479 per month for child care; 
the median (middle) amount that families can pay per month is considerably lower -- 
$300.  The range in what families can afford is substantial, from no money to $1,500 per 
month. 
 

Low Income Families 
 

• Almost one-quarter of surveyed families are low income, that is, they earned less than 
$60,000 total income in 2008.  Respondents living in low income families have less 
education than higher income respondents. Low-income families are four times as likely 
as higher income families to be Hispanic, and five times as likely to live in single parent 
families   More than half of low income families live in Longmont, compared to one-third 
of higher income families.  Low income families are less likely than other families to live 
in Boulder, Louisville-Superior, or Erie   

 
• While lower income families are substantially less likely than higher income families to 

have a child currently in child care, the unmet need is greater among low income families.  
This is partly due to the fact that they face greater problems finding affordable child care 
than higher income families. 

 
• Low income families are substantially more likely to say that finding affordable child 

care is a “major” or “moderate” problem when looking for child care than higher income 
families.  Lower income families also are somewhat more likely to say that 
discrimination is a problem when looking for child care, but think it is a “minor” rather 
than a “major” or “moderate” problem. 
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• Low-income and higher income families with a child age 0-5 in child care are equally 
likely to have their child go to a child care center or preschool including Head Start. 
Low- income families are more than three times as likely to have their child cared for in a 
relative’s home, and they also are somewhat more likely to have a relative care for their 
child in the child’s home.  Taken together, these differences may be cultural – low-
income families are substantially more likely to be Hispanic. 

 
• Low-income and higher income families are equally satisfied with the various aspects of 

their child’s child care, including quality of care, convenience, cost, safety, type of care, 
and overall care. 
 

• Higher income families pay almost twice as much each month for child care for all of 
their children age 0-5 as low-income families: $724 versus $369. 
 

Comparison by City 
 

• Two-fifths (40.0%) of survey respondents live in Longmont.  One-fifth (20.0%) live in 
Boulder, 15 percent in Louisville/Superior, 13 percent in Lafayette, nine percent (8.8%) 
in Erie, and three percent (3.3%) live in other Boulder County communities. 

 
• Longmont residents are more likely than residents of other communities to be Hispanic 

and to have fewer years of education.  Longmont and Lafayette families are most likely 
to be low income. 

 
• Although a majority of families in every Boulder County community have a child age 0-5 

who is currently in regular child care, Louisville/Superior families are most likely, and 
Longmont families least likely, to have  a child in child care. 

 
• The data suggest that Boulder and Longmont residents are able to find child care that is 

more conveniently located than residents of other Boulder County communities. 
 
• Boulder residents are least satisfied with the cost of their child’s child care. Residents of 

all Boulder County communities are equally likely to have their child age 0-5 in full-time 
child care.  Despite this, Boulder residents pay substantially more for child care than 
residents of other Boulder County communities.  This explains their relatively low 
satisfaction with the cost of child care. 

 
• On average, Boulder respondents pay $972 per month for child care for all of their 

children age 0-5.  Lafayette respondents pay an average of $729 per month for child care, 
and Louisville respondents pay an average of $671 each month for child care.  
Respondents in the other Boulder County communities pay an average of $500 or less for 
child care each month. 
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Special Needs Children 
 

• Ten percent of survey respondents have at least one child age 0-5 who has been identified 
as having special needs.  Most of these children have speech/language problems, and 
about two-fifths have physical problems. 
 

• Most parents of a special needs child who responded to the random sample telephone 
survey, and all parents in the targeted survey, reported that their child has special needs in 
speech/language.  About two-fifths of respondents to each survey reported their child has 
a physical special need.  Emotional/behavioral special needs are twice as prevalent in the 
targeted survey sample as in the telephone survey. 
 

• Four-fifths of telephone survey respondents compared to two-fifths of targeted survey 
respondents said that their special needs child is in child care.  
 

• Parents of special needs children who currently are in child care reported that the biggest 
problems were finding quality child care and finding a provider and situation that feels 
comfortable. 

 
• None of the special needs children currently in child care, as described in the targeted 

survey, are in a child care center.  Most are cared for in their own or someone else’s 
home, and several are in a preschool program, including Head Start.  Only one parent 
reported that their provider is licensed. 

 
• Families of special needs children generally were satisfied with their child care 

arrangement, although they were less satisfied on average than the families in the random 
sample survey. They were least satisfied with how their provider deals with their child’s 
special needs, and with the cost of child care. 

 
Spanish-Speaking Families 
 

• All of the targeted Spanish-speaking families are low income.  Targeted survey 
respondents have relatively low education levels.  Parents whose children are not in child 
care have lower education than parents whose children currently are in care.  
  

• Of the 69 Spanish-speaking families that completed targeted surveys, slightly more than 
half have at least one child age 0-5 currently in child care.  Similar to random sample 
survey parents, these parents primarily need child care so that they can work.  The second 
most frequently cited reason for needing child care is to help their child learn/prepare for 
school, probably because a majority of these families have a four or five year old child in 
care.  Targeted survey respondents were less likely than random sample survey 
respondents to need child care so their child could socialize/interact with other children. 
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• Fewer than half of parents said that any listed problem was a “major” or “moderate” 
problem when looking for child care.  The biggest problems were finding child care that 
is available the days and times they need, finding child care that they can easily get to 
considering their transportation situation, and finding quality child care.  In contrast, 
random sample survey respondents said that the biggest problem was finding affordable 
child care. 
 

• Three-fifths of children are in a preschool program, including Head Start, and half are in 
a home care situation (in their own or someone else’s home).  Very few children are in a 
child care center.  Fewer than half said that their provider is licensed. 
 

• We asked parents if they needed different types of “extra” care.  Parents were most likely 
to need before or after-school care, back-up care when their provider was not available, 
summer care and sick child care.  Parents usually could get care when they needed it. 
 

• On average, families have their child in child care for almost 27 hours per week.  Half are 
in care five days a week, and one-quarter are in care four days a week.  Nearly three-
fifths said that their child is in part-day care. 
 

• Spanish-speaking families are very satisfied with their child care arrangements.   
 

• On average, families pay $146 per month for child care.  One-fifth receive financial 
assistance for child care. 
 

• Thirty-two Spanish-speaking families do not currently have their child in child care.  
Two-thirds of this group said that they currently need child care or are looking for child 
care because they will need it in the near future.  Unmet need is much higher for this 
group than in the random sample survey. 
 

•  A majority of parents looking for care said that each listed problem was a “major” or 
“moderate” problem.  Similar to the random sample survey, parents who are looking for 
care report substantially higher problems finding child care than those parents whose 
children are currently in care. 
 

• Parents were asked what kind of child care arrangement they would prefer.  Most parents 
wanted either a child care center or a preschool program including Head Start. 
 

• On average, families anticipate needing 24 hours of care per week.  Half wanted care for 
five days each week.  Nearly half said that they will need part day care, almost one-third 
will need full day care, and one-quarter anticipate needing a combination of full and part-
day care. 
 

• Just 30 percent of families who are looking for child care are aware that there is financial 
assistance available for low income families. On average, families looking for care said 
that they can afford to pay $97.50 per month for child care. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


